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Purple Orange is the shopfront of the Julia Farr Association Inc. 

 

 

Purple Orange would add to this list the theme of how best to build community capacity so 
that people living with disability are welcomed and included in community life, particularly 
given the Productivity Commission highlighted this important issue in their final report.   Also 
added to the list would be how best to evolve a person’s support arrangements so they don’t 
focus solely on the assistance of paid helpers, but on other elements that uphold people’s 
autonomy and active citizenhood.   

“This is an important opportunity for Australians living with disability, and the family members 
in their lives, to move away from being second-class citizens and instead take up their 
rightful place as active members in our communities,” Mr Williams said. 

Purple Orange encourages the Australian Government to take the earliest opportunity to 
give its commitment to the detailed elements of the Commission’s recommendations, 
including funding levels.  Using the Productivity Commission’s own estimates, the required 
additional funding for this scheme translates to around 80c per Australian per day. 

“In our view, this is a very small price to pay to have a scheme which provides all Australians 
a degree of comfort that if they experience a major disability, there will be appropriate 
funding and arrangements to enable them to continue with their life aspirations.  Doing the 
right thing for people living with disability and their families is fundamental to the 
implementation of the scheme,” Mr Williams said. 

“Meanwhile, given the recommended commencement of the scheme is 2014, and in 
selected areas only, a key question is how people and families can access additional 
assistance between now and the proposed full availability of the scheme in 2019.  It is well-
known that current arrangements are deeply inadequate, so we need early signals from the 
Commonwealth, State and Territory governments on how they can increase funding in the 
shorter term.”   
 
For more information on this media release and the activities of Purple Orange please contact: 

 
Brigette Elliott 
Communications Officer 
The Julia Farr Group 
brigettee@juliafarr.org.au 
Phone: (08) 8373 8316 
Mobile: 0413 644 819  


